Abstract:
Serum The distribution of C. burnetii among man and animals appears to be practically worldwide. 16, 916, 1825, 2742 
Birds.
Of the 583 birds from 33 species that were tested for antibodies against C. burnetii, 118 (20%) were seropositive ( Table  2 ). The highest rates of infection were among the "sparrows", i.e., gold crowned-(80%), white crowned-(57%), and English-(50%). These high prevalence levels were followed by those for coot (45%), Brewer's blackbird (33%), crow (29%), robin (16%), pigeon(10%), and mallard duck (7%). and Thomomys. :3, 9, 1; 3, 14, 24, [35] [36] [37] 43) The present serological survey has confirmed many of these, and helps to define the extent to which the organism is distributed in wild rodents.
Evidence of the susceptibility of birds to infection by C. burnetii is available from a wide range of geographic areas. 1, 2, 4, 15, 24 However, the potential hazards of Q-fever infection, due to exposure to birds is not very well defined, for among 149 bird ringers studied recently in Q-fever-free Finland, only one had a titer of 8.27 In that same study, the first cases of Q-fever in Finland were described, and all had acquired the infection through a visit to a country where the disease is endemic. 
